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MEMORANDUM FOR: CHIEF oF STARE 


SUBJECT: Letter from Chao Byng, Hong Kong, to General Marshall 


Reference above-mentioned letter, the following comments are 
submitted: 


it is believed that Mr, Chao Byng has over-estimated the signi- 





Byng are known to exist; however, increased consolidation of Comm- 
\ nist strength on the mainlend of China over the past year has served 
to correspondingly decrease the influence of these "Third Force" 
elements in Hong Kong. The main weaknesses of these groups in Hong 
Kong have been their inability to operate harmoniously with a uni- 

Tied program, and their lack of significant military support. 
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# coy Licance of the political forces and individuals referred to in his 
2 2 , letter. 
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= =a The various political parties and groups mentioned by Mr. Chao 
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RY General Hsu Chung-chih occupied a fairly important position. in 
the Enomintang hierarchy in the early twenties but the relatively 

inactive role which he has played during the recent critical periods 
of China's history would make it difficult for-him to captivate the 


imagination of the Chinese people at this time. 
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urban areas. 
opportunist, for he has switched party affiliation on five pepenate 


occasions. 
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ee Although "Marshal" Li Chi-shen is President of the "Kuomintang 
mr o a oS 
sy “Revolutionary Committee”, as well as Vice-President of the Peiping 
be & regime, he is a virtual prisoner of the Communists. He is one of the 
g@ = efive Vice-Presidents of the regime which give the government a com- 
2 & “ plexion of a "coalition government"; however, his followers are 
pe Se = closely watched in China and many have already been purged in the 
&si recent suppressive measures carried out by the Commmists in the 
2 ,@ os is 
is Some observers have referred to "Marshal" Li as an 
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U? SEP 1951 NOT ED—COFS US ARMY. 

2 SEP 1951 NOTED—VCOFS us ARMY < 
18 SEP 1957 NOTED — ~DC/S OPNS & ADMIN US ARMY : 
18 SEP 1954 NOTED —DG/S PLANS US ARWyY °° ——“naron General, G30 sit A 
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